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Abstract: This article is devoted to the study of the grammatical work Nuzhatu al-Tarf fi ‘Ilm al-
Sarf by the renowned early medieval Arab thinker and philologist Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-
Maydani. Based on a brief overview of the introduction and an analysis of the structure of the
work, the author identifies the main grammatical issues addressed in the text as well as the
general features of Arabic nahw (syntax) and sarf (morphology).
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The revelation of the Qur’an in the Arabic language significantly contributed to the systematic
study of Arabic in all fields, and in the course of various scholarly investigations throughout
different historical periods, particular attention has been devoted—among other sciences—to the
analysis of verb morphology.

It is well known that in the early stages of the development of the Arabic language and its
associated sciences, the science of sarf (morphology) was studied in an integrated manner
alongside other linguistic disciplines, without distinct separation. During this period, scholars of
sarf and nahw (syntax) were collectively referred to as ‘ulama’ al-lugha (linguists), and there was
no need to distinguish their respective fields of study. Over time, however, sarf evolved into an
independent field of study distinct from nahw, leading to the composition of treatises dedicated
specifically to this discipline.

In the medieval Islamic East, there was a tradition of composing concise grammatical treatises for
use in madrasas. In such works, grammatical rules were presented in a brief, clear, and accessible
style. These Arabic grammatical texts typically followed a conventional structure: beginning with
syntax (nahw), followed by morphology (sarf), and then phonetics.

Prominent figures in the history of Arabic morphology include Sibawayh (760-796), Abu
‘Uthman al-Mazini (d. 249/863), Abu al-‘Abbas Muhammad ibn Yazid al-Mubarrad (825-899),
Ibn al-Sarraj (d. 316/929), Qasim ibn Muhammad ibn Sa‘id al-Mu’addib, Aba ‘Al1 al-Farist (900—
987), Abu al-Fath ‘Uthman ibn Jinni (941-1002), Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Maydani (d.
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518/1124), and Mahmid al-Zamakhshari (d. 538/1143), all of whom made significant
contributions and authored foundational texts in the field.

Among these linguists, Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Maydani deserves mention for his well-known
work Majma“ al-Amthal. Al-Maydani, a contemporary of al-Zamakhshari who passed away in
1124 in Nishapur, was known by such honorific titles as “the Imam of the Imams” and “the heart
of the most virtuous of scholars.” He authored numerous works on Arabic grammar, jurisprudence
(figh), and literature.

His contributions to Arabic linguistics include the following notable works:

Majma“ al-Amthal, al-Sam1 fT al-Asma’, Kitab al-Hadi wa al-Shadi, Bahth ‘an Bina’" al-Jam® wa
al-Huraf, Risalat al-Nahwiyyat al-Saghirah, Nuzhat al-Tarf fi ‘Ilm al-Sarf, and Kitab al-Nahw al-
Maydani.

When examining Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Maydani’s work Nuzhat al-Tarf fi ‘Ilm al-Sarf ("A
Journey into the Science of Morphology™) and its structure, it becomes evident—based on the
aforementioned information—that this treatise adheres to a traditional format and specifically
addresses the field of Arabic morphology within linguistic studies. The book presents Arabic
morphology in a comprehensive and systematic manner, having served in its time as a
foundational textbook in madrasas (islamic schools).

An illustrative example of its educational value can be found in one of its lithographed editions,
preserved under inventory number 6913 in the manuscript collection of the Institute of Oriental
Studies named after Abu Rayhan al-Biruni in Tashkent. This lithographed version, printed in
Istanbul, forms part of a compendium comprising three separate works on Arabic grammar. This
specific compilation was published by the Al-Jawa’ib Press in Constantinople in the Hijri year
1299 (1881 CE).

The first work in the compendium is Nuzhat al-Tarf fi ‘Ilm al-Sarf by al-Maydani; the second is
Al-Unmuzaj fi al-Nahw ("A Model in Syntax") attributed to the renowned grammarian of his
time, Mahmud ibn ‘Umar al-ZamakhsharT, the third is Al-I1'rab fi al-Qawa‘id al-I'rab ("Parsing in
the Rules of I'rab") authored by the eminent grammarian of the late period, Jamal al-Din Abu
Muhammad ‘Abd Allah ibn Yusuf ibn Hisham.

Undoubtedly, this tripartite compendium was designed as a didactic tool for madrasa students, as
such collections typically comprised the most celebrated and widely taught works of the time. The
fact that Nuzhat al-Tarf fi ‘Ilm al-Sarf occupies the opening position in the collection signifies its
stature and popularity among contemporary scholarly circles. Historical records further indicate
that al-Maydani was a master of Arabic grammar and engaged in witty scholarly debates with
figures such as al-Zamakhshari.

Structurally, Nuzhat al-Tarf fi ‘Ilm al-Sarf consists of an introduction (mugaddima), ten primary
chapters (abwab), and several smaller sections and subchapters. The first chapter is entitled
dadia &y paill ("An Introduction to Morphology"). The work begins with the traditional basmala
("In the Name of God") and expressions of praise, in which God is glorified and the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) and his Companions are lauded. Following the customary phrase
2 s("and thereafter”), the author outlines the significance and features of the science of
morphology, stating:
Glaysall Ja I daay 5 Apoal) Aalll ) Gaay 4g 5 aY GIS) sl oyl b 7o 4ie 5 ol WIS da
Ay

» “Morphology is one of the pillars of the Arabic literary sciences. Through it, one
comprehends the breadth of the Arabic language. The journey to mastering Arabic begins
with it, and through it, one ascends to the heights of eloquence.”
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In the preface, the author also explains the rationale and objectives behind composing this work:
o5l La 358 0l O 5 mm S 1) o gLl (o) e 60 g8 Aigia ol e 50 gl e LS 4 | g 38 () gl
A 3" aten Jliall e i 38l Jew 068 Jhaiad) jabiaall casi i e QUK 138 Conan dalll 038 ad 3 30 e
Al dS ey il 8 AT Wi 5l gl Bk (B adll Zlisy Ledie sl 5 " all ale 8okl
» “Our predecessors have authored many books encompassing the rules of morphology—books
of great merit and firm foundations. Yet human nature inclines toward what is novel, even if
it does not surass earlier works. Therefore, | compiled this book according to the well-known
order of verbal roots, so that it may be easily accessble and widely usable. | have named it

Nuzhat al-Tarf fi ‘Ilm al-Sarf. In it, I have included all necessary principles of morphology
across ten chapters, each followed by relevant morphological examples.”

Furthermore, within the introduction, the author specifies the intended dedicatee or recipient of
the work, as can be seen from the following statements (not included in the excerpt above but
alluded to in the closing sentence). This practice reflects the scholarly convention of offering a
text either in honor of a patron or for pedagogical purposes.

The author dedicates the work as a valuable gift to one of the most prominent figures of his time,
an individual of high social and intellectual standing. This is clearly expressed in the following
words:

b ISl ALl giaall 315 5ud G Sl eed e (ol 3 gmune dma S0 ol ) Qs danl) LU (udaal dini ailas
JUEY! 5 J sl ad ) Ll e aidiall b Juzadll

> "l have composed this work as a gift to the esteemed assemblies of the venerable leader, the
noble gentleman Abu Bakr Sa‘id ibn Mas‘iid AblG Nasr Shahriyar ibn Shirzad, a man of
complete virtues and exemplary merits, distinguished by his elevated status and noble
acceptance by the ruling class."”

The author praises the recipient for his refined appreciation of knowledge and his elevated
capacity for understanding the science of morphology:

5 o0 Aalil) 38 (e adlays o0 Caay (g adly A jras ol s (B JAw Gl Wde O 13 4dd (e Cule W
) s SI5SI (B8 4l () o8 ) Al gty 0 50y

> "For | have perceived his deep passion for this discipline, a knowledge that lies beyond any
doubt or uncertainty. 1 am also aware that he is among those who truly appreciate its value.
From the horizon of intelligence, his full moon has risen; his acceptance of this work brings it
honor and pride, and a lofty abode has been built for him above the stars."

Following these laudatory statements, the author concludes the preface with a supplication: < laa
) sl 3 gall 5 ol 521 3 pal)

> "This is the list of the ten chapters. May Allah grant us correctness.”
Thereafter, the table of contents (Axeaxll 028 Cus )8) of the work is presented:
1. oy il dadia & (J5Y) W) — Chapter One: Introduction to Morphology
2. slan) Al & (A W) — Chapter Two: Patterns of Nouns

3. Jld¥) il & (<l QU — Chapter Three: Patterns of Verbs

4, BN Sae ¢l Gl A (il ) W) — Chapter Four: Classifications and Meanings of Verb
Forms

5. badl i (ulall CU) — Chapter Five: Verbal Nouns (Masdars)
6. »¥l 5 Jeldll Ak & (Lealud) L) — Chapter Six: Active Participles and Imperatives
7. 83030 5 sdall 8 (ald)l QW) — Chapter Seven: Elision and Augmentation of Letters
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8. Y 5 el & (ol CUl) — Chapter Eight: Transposition and Substitution of Letters

9. 5 3egl) alSal 8 (aulill L) — Chapter Nine: Rules of the Glottal Stop (Hamza)

10. 28all da & (Ldlad) QU — Chapter Ten: Matters Pertaining to Irregularities in Verb Conjugation.
Following the ten main chapters, several subsections are presented, including:

AL rosaaill & Juad QLA JeY) 8 Juad — Sections on exceptional cases of phonological weakening
and correction;

(2 (b b 13 ) yealll (e anlall o s 5 iy watll Al — Examples of past tense conjugation of the
verb nasara in the pattern fa‘ala yaf ulu;

Jiiasall 3 b S 5 ) b el 38y (Jaiy (a8 L — Chapter on the pattern fa‘ala yaf'ilu, with a fatha
in the middle root letter in the past tense and a kasra in the future;

Jetaal) 5 oumlall 3 cpall ity Ja&y J2d by — Chapter on the pattern fa‘ala yaf‘alu, with fatha in the
middle root letter in both past and future;

Jiiasall 8 Lgadd 5 oalall & (el 5 (Jaiy Jad i — Chapter on the pattern fa‘ila yaf alu, with kasra in
the past and fatha in the future;

Jiiasal) 5 oulall 3 Cpal) amy Jay J2d 2L — Chapter on the pattern fa‘ula yaf ulu, with damma in the
past and future;

Jiiasal) 5 bl & cpal) 5 ey 28 b — Chapter on the pattern fa‘ila yaf'ilu, with kasra in both
past and future;

After these illustrative examples, the author provides an index of triliteral and quadriliteral verb
forms, expressed through their corresponding verbal noun patterns, such as:

a8V Qb el Qb e Jadi¥) Qb (Jaidl) Qb dlelidl QL «(Jedilll L — Chapters on the morphological
patterns taf*1l, mufa‘ala, ifti‘al, infi‘al, tafa‘ul, and if'1lal

Each pattern is explained thoroughly with analysis and illustrative examples.
The final section of the book is described as follows:

> "On the difference between intransitive and transitive verbs — this marks the conclusion of the
book."

From the structure of the table of contents, it is evident that the scholar has comprehensively
addressed the principal areas of investigation within the field of ‘ilm al-sarf (Arabic morphology).
The work encompasses numerous topics, ranging from the derivation of nouns (asma’) and verbs
(af"al), to verbal nouns (masadir), participles (sifat mushtaqqga), phonological changes involving
weak letters (hurtf al-‘illa), rules of the glottal stop (ahkam al-hamza), the various verbal patterns
(abwab al-fi‘l), as well as the processes and phenomena involved in verb conjugation (tasrif al-
af"al).

In conclusion, Muhammad al-Maydhani’s Nuzhatu al-Tarf fT ‘Ilm al-Sarf is a comprehensive and
representative work that fully encapsulates Arabic morphology. Its introduction is composed with
rhetorical elegance and crafted in a thymed prose style (sa‘j), reflecting a high degree of literary
and scholarly competence, and it incorporates valuable linguistic insights.

Given that verbs (af"al) constitute the core of morphological analysis in Arabic, this work devotes
its primary focus to them, systematically examining their intrinsic characteristics and the rules
associated with their usage. Based on the thematic structure found in the introduction's table of
contents, it can be deduced that the author employed masadir (verbal nouns) to denote the various
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verb forms, indicating his reliance on and alignment with the methodological approach of the
scholars of the Kiifan school.
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