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Abstract: T  s  rt      s   v t   t  t   stu y    t    r    t     w r  Nuz  tu   -  r      I     -

 arf by the renowned early medieval Arab thinker and philologist Aḥmad ibn Muḥammad al-

M y ān . B s    n   br     v rv  w    t    ntr  u t  n  n   n  n  ys s    t   stru tur     t   

work, the author identifies the main grammatical issues addressed in the text as well as the 

general features of Arabic naḥw (syntax) and ṣarf (morphology).  
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Th  r v   t  n    t   Qur‘ n  n t   Ar b     n u    s  n     nt y   ntr but   t  t   syst   t   

study of Arabic in all fields, and in the course of various scholarly investigations throughout 

different historical periods, particular attention has been devoted—among other sciences—to the 

analysis of verb morphology.  

It is well known that in the early stages of the development of the Arabic language and its 

associated sciences, the science of ṣarf (morphology) was studied in an integrated manner 

alongside other linguistic disciplines, without distinct separation. During this period, scholars of 

ṣarf and naḥw (synt x) w r        t v  y r   rr   t   s ‗u   ā‘   -lugha (linguists), and there was 

no need to distinguish their respective fields of study. Over time, however, ṣarf evolved into an 

independent field of study distinct from naḥw, leading to the composition of treatises dedicated 

specifically to this discipline. 

In the medieval Islamic East, there was a tradition of composing concise grammatical treatises for 

use in madrasas. In such works, grammatical rules were presented in a brief, clear, and accessible 

style. These Arabic grammatical texts typically followed a conventional structure: beginning with 

syntax (naḥw), followed by morphology (ṣarf), and then phonetics.  

Prominent figures in the history of Arabic morphol  y  n  u   S b w y  (760–796), Abū 

 Ut  ān   -Māz n  ( . 249/863), Abū   - Abbās Muḥ       bn Y z     -Mubarrad (825–899), 

Ibn al-S rrāj ( . 316/929), Qās    bn Muḥ       bn S       -Muʾ    b, Abū  A     -Fār s  (900–

987), Abū   -Fatḥ  Ut  ān  bn J nn  (941–1002), Aḥmad ibn Muḥammad al-M y ān  ( . 
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518/1124), and Maḥ ū    -Z     s  r  ( . 538/1143),        w         s  n     nt 

contributions and authored foundational texts in the field.  

Among these linguists, Aḥmad ibn Muḥammad al-M y ān    s rv s   nt  n for his well-known 

w r  M j      -A t ā . A -M y  n ,     nt  p r ry      -Z     s  r  w   p ss    w y  n 

1124  n N s  pur, w s  n wn by su     n r     t t  s  s ―t   I       t   I   s‖  n  ―t      rt 

   t     st v rtu us    s     rs.‖ H   ut  r   nu  r us works on Arabic grammar, jurisprudence 

(fiqh), and literature.  

His contributions to Arabic linguistics include the following notable works: 

M j      -A t ā ,   -Sā        -As ā‘, K tāb   -Hā   w    -S ā  , B ḥt    n B nāʾ   -J    w  

al-Ḥurū , R sā āt   -Naḥw yyāt   -     r  , Nuz  t   -  r      I     -  r ,  n  K tāb   -Naḥw al-

M y ān .  

When examining Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-M y ān ‘s w r  Nuz  t   -  r      I     - arf ("A 

Journey into the Science of Morphology") and its structure, it becomes evident—based on the 

aforementioned information—that this treatise adheres to a traditional format and specifically 

addresses the field of Arabic morphology within linguistic studies. The book presents Arabic 

morphology in a comprehensive and systematic manner, having served in its time as a 

foundational textbook in madrasas (islamic schools). 

An illustrative example of its educational value can be found in one of its lithographed editions, 

preserved under inventory number 6913 in the manuscript collection of the Institute of Oriental 

Studies named after Abu Rayhan al-Biruni in Tashkent. This lithographed version, printed in 

Istanbul, forms part of a compendium comprising three separate works on Arabic grammar. This 

specific compilation was published by the Al-J wāʾ b Pr ss  n C nst nt n p    n t   H jr  y  r 

1299 (1881 CE). 

The first work in the compendium is Nuzhat al-  r      I     - arf by al-M y ān ; t   s   n   s 

Al-Un uz j      -Naḥw ("A Model in Syntax") attributed to the renowned grammarian of his 

time, Maḥ ū   bn  U  r   -Z     s  r ; t   t  r   s A -I rāb      -Q wā      -I rāb ("P rs n   n 

the Ru  s    I rāb")  ut  r   by t      n nt  r    r  n    t     t  p r   , J  ā    -D n Abū 

Muḥ       Ab  A  ā   bn Yūsu   bn H s ā . 

Undoubtedly, this tripartite compendium was designed as a didactic tool for madrasa students, as 

such collections typically comprised the most celebrated and widely taught works of the time. The 

fact that Nuzhat al-  r      I     - arf occupies the opening position in the collection signifies its 

stature and popularity among contemporary scholarly circles. Historical records further indicate 

that al-M y ān  w s     st r    Ar b    r    r  n   n       n w tty s     r y   b t s w t  

figures such as al-Z     s  r . 

Structurally, Nuzhat al-  r      I     - arf consists of an introduction (muqaddima), ten primary 

   pt rs ( bwāb),  nd several smaller sections and subchapters. The first chapter is entitled 

فٗ يمذيح انرظشٚف  ("An Introduction to Morphology"). The work begins with the traditional basmala 

("In the Name of God") and expressions of praise, in which God is glorified and the Prophet 

Muhammad (peace be upon him) and his Companions are lauded. Following the customary phrase 

 the author outlines the significance and features of the science of ,("and thereafter") ٔ تؼذ

morphology, stating: 

اسكاٌ لأدب. ٔ تّ ٚؼشف انٗ انهغح انؼشتٛح. ٔ ٚرظم انٗ دال انؼٕٚظاخ  عؼح كلاو انؼشب. ٔ يُّ ٚرذسج فاٌ انرظشٚف أدذ

 الاتٛح.

 ―M rp     y  s  n     t   p    rs    t   Ar b     t r ry s   n  s. T r u    t,  n  

comprehends the breadth of the Arabic language. The journey to mastering Arabic begins 

with it, and t r u    t,  n   s  n s t  t        ts       qu n  .‖ 
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In the preface, the author also explains the rationale and objectives behind composing this work:  

ٌ نى ٚكٍ فٕق يا انفِٕ انًمذيٌٕ لذ طُفٕا فّٛ كرثا جًح انمٕائذ. ػهٛح انششف يرُٛح انمٕائذ. غٛش اٌ انطثاع ذًٛم انٗ كم جذٚذ. ٔ ا 

يٍ يضٚذ. فؼهٗ ْزِ انمضٛح جًؼد ْزا انكراب ػهٗ ذشذٛة انًظادس انًرذأل. نٛكٌٕ عٓم انًأخز لشٚة انًرذأل. عًٛرّ "َضْح 

  انطشف فٗ ػهى انظشف". ٔ أدػرّ يا ٚذراج انّٛ فٗ ػششج اتٕاب. ٔاػمثرٓا ايثهح فٗ انرظشٚف يٍ كم تاب.

 ―Our pr     ss rs   v   uthored many books encompassing the rules of morphology—books 

of great merit and firm foundations. Yet human nature inclines toward what is novel, even if 

it does not surass earlier works. Therefore, I compiled this book according to the well-known 

order of verbal roots, so that it may be easily accessble and widely usable. I have named it 

Nuzhat al-  r      I     - arf. In it, I have included all necessary principles of morphology 

  r ss t n    pt rs,           w   by r   v nt   rp           x  p  s.‖ 

Furthermore, within the introduction, the author specifies the intended dedicatee or recipient of 

the work, as can be seen from the following statements (not included in the excerpt above but 

alluded to in the closing sentence). This practice reflects the scholarly convention of offering a 

text either in honor of a patron or for pedagogical purposes. 

The author dedicates the work as a valuable gift to one of the most prominent figures of his time, 

an individual of high social and intellectual standing. This is clearly expressed in the following 

words: 

ٔ جؼهرّ ذذفح نًجهظ انكٛاء انؼًٛذ انجهٛم انغٛذ أتٗ تكش عؼٛذ يغؼٕد أتٗ َظش شٓشٚاس تٍ شٛشصاد انًغرٕفٗ ألغاو انكًال. فٙ 

 انفضم الأفضال. انًخرض يٍ انًهك انشفٛغ تانمثٕل ٔ الإلثال

 "I have composed this work as a gift to the esteemed assemblies of the venerable leader, the 

n b     nt    n Abu B  r S      bn M s ū  Abū N ṣr S   r yār  bn S  rzā ,     n    

complete virtues and exemplary merits, distinguished by his elevated status and noble 

acceptance by the ruling class."  

The author praises the recipient for his refined appreciation of knowledge and his elevated 

capacity for understanding the science of morphology:  

نًا ػهًد يٍ شغفّ تٓزا انفٍ. ػهًا نٛظ ٚذخم فٙ دٛش انظٍ ٔيؼشفح تأَّ انز٘ ٚؼشف لذسِ. ٔٚطهغ يٍ أفك انُثاْح تذسِ. ٔ 

 ٚكغِٕ تمثٕنّ صْٕا. تُٗ نّ فٕق انكٕاكة تٕٓا

 "For I have perceived his deep passion for this discipline, a knowledge that lies beyond any 

doubt or uncertainty. I am also aware that he is among those who truly appreciate its value. 

From the horizon of intelligence, his full moon has risen; his acceptance of this work brings it 

honor and pride, and a lofty abode has been built for him above the stars."  

Following these laudatory statements, the author concludes the preface with a supplication:  ْزا ثثد

تٕاب. ٔلله  انًٕفك نهظٕابانؼششج الأ  

 "This is the list of the ten chapters. May Allah grant us correctness." 

Thereafter, the table of contents (فٓشعد ْزِ انًجًؼح) of the work is presented: 

 Chapter One: Introduction to Morphology – )انثاب الأٔل( فٙ يمذيح انرظشٚف .1

 Chapter Two: Patterns of Nouns – )انثاب انثاَٙ( فٙ أتُٛح الأعًاء .2

 Chapter Three: Patterns of Verbs – )انثاب انثانث( فٙ أتُٛح الأفؼال .3

 Chapter Four: Classifications and Meanings of Verb – )انثاب انشاتغ( فٙ أنماب الإَٔاع ٔ يؼاَٙ الأيثهح .4

Forms 

انخايظ( فٙ انًظادس )انثاب .5  – Chapter Five: Verbal Nouns (Masdars) 

 Chapter Six: Active Participles and Imperatives – )انثاب انغادط( فٙ أيثهح انفاػم ٔ الأيش .6

 Chapter Seven: Elision and Augmentation of Letters – )انثاب انغاتغ( فٙ انذزف ٔ انضٚادج .7
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ٍ( فٙ انمهة ٔ الإتذال)انثاب انثاي .8  – Chapter Eight: Transposition and Substitution of Letters 

 Chapter Nine: Rules of the Glottal Stop (Hamza) – )انثاب انراعغ( فٙ أدكاو انًٓضج .9

  .Chapter Ten: Matters Pertaining to Irregularities in Verb Conjugation – )انثاب انؼاشش( فٙ دم انؼمذ .10

Following the ten main chapters, several subsections are presented, including:  

 Sections on exceptional cases of phonological weakening – فظم فٙ الإػلال انشار، فظم فٙ انرظذٛخ انشار

and correction; 

فؼََمَ، ٚفَْؼُمُ( أيثهح انرظشٚف ٔجِٕ انًاضٙ يٍ انُظش )ٔ ْزا تاب  – Examples of past tense conjugation of the 

verb naṣ r   n t   p tt rn        y   u u; 

 C  pt r  n t   p tt rn        y     u, w t      tḥa – تاب فؼََمَ ٚفَْؼِمُ تفرخ انؼٍٛ فٙ انًاضٙ ٔ كغشْا فٙ انًغرمثم

in the middle root letter in the past tense and a kasra in the future; 

 C  pt r  n t   p tt rn        y     u, w t    tḥa in the – تاب فؼََمَ ٚفَْؼَمُ تفرخ انؼٍٛ فٙ انًاضٙ ٔ انًغرمثم

middle root letter in both past and future; 

 Ch pt r  n t   p tt rn        y     u, w t    sr   n – تاب فؼَِمَ ٚفَْؼَمُ تكغش انؼٍٛ فٙ انًاضٙ ٔ فرذٓا فٙ انًغرمثم

the past and fatḥa in the future; 

 C  pt r  n t   p tt rn    u   y   u u, w t  ḍamma in the – تاب فؼَُمَ ٚفَْؼُمُ تضى انؼٍٛ فٙ انًاضٙ ٔ انًغرمثم

past and future; 

نًغرمثمتاب فؼَِمَ ٚفَْؼِمُ تكغش انؼٍٛ فٙ انًاضٙ ٔ ا  – C  pt r  n t   p tt rn        y     u, w t    sr   n b t  

past and future; 

After these illustrative examples, the author provides an index of triliteral and quadriliteral verb 

forms, expressed through their corresponding verbal noun patterns, such as: 

 Chapters on the morphological – تاب انرفؼٛم، تاب انًفاػهح، تاب الافرؼال، تاب الاَفؼال، تاب انرفاػم، تاب الافؼٛلال

p tt rns t     ,  u ā    ,   t  ā ,  n   ā , t  ā u ,  n       ā  

Each pattern is explained thoroughly with analysis and illustrative examples.  

The final section of the book is described as follows:  

 فٙ انفشق تٍٛ انلاصو ٔ انًرؼذٖ ٔ ْٕ خاذًح انكراب

 "On the difference between intransitive and transitive verbs – this marks the conclusion of the 

book." 

From the structure of the table of contents, it is evident that the scholar has comprehensively 

   r ss   t   pr n  p    r  s     nv st   t  n w t  n t                   -ṣarf (Arabic morphology). 

T   w r   n   p ss s nu  r us t p  s, r n  n   r   t     r v t  n    n uns ( s āʾ)  n  v rbs 

(   ā ), to verbal nouns (maṣā  r), p rt   p  s (ṣ  āt  us t qq ), p  n            n  s  nv  v n  

weak letters (ḥurū    -     ), ru  s    t      tt   st p ( ḥ ā    -hamza), the various verbal patterns 

( bwāb   -    ),  s w     s t   pr   ss s  n  p  n   n   nv  ved in verb conjugation (taṣr     -

   ā ). 

In conclusion, Muḥammad al-M y  ān ‘s Nuz  tu   -  r      I     - arf is a comprehensive and 

representative work that fully encapsulates Arabic morphology. Its introduction is composed with 

rhetorical elegance and  r  t    n   r y    pr s  sty   (s  j), r     t n            r        t r ry 

and scholarly competence, and it incorporates valuable linguistic insights. 

G v n t  t v rbs (   ā )   nst tut  t     r       rp           n  ys s  n Ar b  , t  s w r    v t s 

its primary focus to them, systematically examining their intrinsic characteristics and the rules 

associated with their usage. Based on the thematic structure found in the introduction's table of 

contents, it can be deduced that the author employed maṣā  r (verbal nouns) to denote the various 
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verb forms, indicating his reliance on and alignment with the methodological approach of the 

s     rs    t   Kū  n s     . 
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